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Palestinian Resistance in International Human Rights Discourse:
Applying Critical Discourse Analysis to the Language of Human Rights
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Abstract

This paper examines the discourse structures in reports issued by two international human
rights organizations on Palestine in the period following the events of October 7, 2023. It aims
to demonstrate the intersection between the textual structure of discourse and the balance of
power and hegemony in the world, and the extent to which this relates to the representation of
Palestinian resistance against the occupation. To achieve this, the paper adopts the Critical
Discourse Analysis (CDA) Model to deconstruct discourse, specifically Van Dijk’'s Cognitive
Approach, and the relationship of textual structures to the mental and ideological
representations of things. It also uses Fairclough's Textual Analysis and its relationship to
political practices to analyze lexical choices (syntactic and semantic structures, assumptions,
etc.), and interpret these choices in the light of their relationship to Western hegemony. One
of the most important findings of the research is the presence of ideological and political
biases in international human rights discourse. This discourse, through the textual structures
used, does not recognize Palestinian resistance, despite its legitimacy in international treaties
and conventions. It considers the occupying entity an independent state, and the attacks
against it a violation of international conventions and a form of terrorist activity. This
confirms the connection between the perspective of human rights discourse, Western values,
and the political hegemony of influential international powers.
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