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Arabic Abstract:
The study of biographical research and an analysis of its precise standards by
Imam al-Salihi al-Shami (d. 4¢Y AH) is considered one of the most important
methodological studies in the field of contemporary biographical studies. This
is due to his prominent scholarly standing, as he is considered the author of
the largest encyclopedia compiled on the Prophet's biography and its
sciences throughout history, from the beginning of documentation to the
present day. This is the great encyclopedia entitled: (The Paths of Guidance
and Right Direction in the Biography of the Best of Creation, and the Mention
of His Virtues, Signs of His Prophethood, His Actions, and His Conditions in
the Beginning and the End).
The biographical research is derived and its controlling criteria established
through induction, analysis, and in-depth deduction of multiple aspects,
including its solid scientific foundations, its detailed introduction, its
comprehensive methodology, and its diverse scientific approaches. These
findings ultimately lead to the precise scientific craftsmanship inherent in his
writing of biographical research, which is clearly evident in his work: (Subul al-
Huda wa al-Rishad fi Sirat Khair al-Ibad).
First Criterion: The Scientific Foundations of Biographical Research by
Imam al-Salihi
| began this research by discussing the essential research foundations
underlying the book Subul al-Huda wa al-Rishad in a concise and focused
manner. This approach aims to identify the main features of these foundations
and their rich content, as well as highlight their profound impact in achieving
the desired perfection of biographical research in its final form. In truth, | say
that Imam al-Salihi's pen is imbued with solid scientific foundations for
scholarly research, along with its diverse methods and approaches. He has
applied all of this with extraordinary skill in his precious work. One of the
central objectives of this meticulous research is to examine these unique
methodological features and highlight those foundations that have a profound
impact in establishing the foundations of solid scholarly research and following
the path of these eminent scholars in authorship and investigation. This is
what prompted me to explicitly recommend to specialists in teaching methods
and scholarly research methods that they direct their pens toward the unique
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method and approach outlined by Imam al-Salihi al-Shami in presenting these
well-crafted scholarly foundations. | have listed these foundations under
various points, as follows:

A. The Title: This represents the first gateway to any scholarly work and
accurately reflects its content.

B. The Introduction: This reflects the methodology and clarifies the aims and
objectives.

C. Resources: These constitute the cognitive sources from which the
researcher draws his material. D- Sections: Express the overall structure of
the work and its structural divisions.

E- Topics: Represent the partial details contained in the research work.

F- Division: Reflects the internal organization of the scientific material.

L- Chapter Translations: Provide a summary of the content of the chapters
and sections.

The Second and Third Criteria: The Introduction's Methodology and
Approach to Biographical Research by Imam al-Salihi al-Shami

In the context of discussing "method" and "methodology" in introductions to
biographical research, it is noted that many researchers and specialists do not
clearly distinguish between the two concepts. In fact, the distinction between
them is clear and necessary, especially in the case of an imam who has
elaborated on each separately, such as al-Salihi, who completed his
introduction with a clear completion that is consistent with the greatness of his
comprehensive encyclopedia.

As for the method, it refers to those theoretical features, foundations, and
methods that the imam explicitly stated in his comprehensive introduction, as
well as those that he did not explicitly state, which we have deduced from his
own work. These represent the general and essential framework of his work.
As for the methodology, it concerns precise practical applications, specifically
references to his sources and terminology, in order to facilitate the reader's
understanding of his clear meanings and objectives, thus revealing the
mechanisms by which he dealt with the scientific material.

Criterion Four: Scientific Methods in Writing Biographical Research on
Imam al-Salihi al-Shami

It is well known to those deeply versed in the methods and writings of the
imams that the scientific methods inherent in books vary greatly, depending
on the authors and their wealth of knowledge. Some authors adhere to a
single, consistent method that they apply throughout their writing, while others
employ more than one method, and some employ multiple and diverse
methods. The diversity of these methods is consistent with the comprehensive
cognitive formation of the author of the work. The richer and more diverse the
author's knowledge, the more this adds depth and comprehensiveness to the
presentation of his scientific material. It is a truism of scientific logic that such
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approaches are remarkably numerous and diverse in major encyclopedias.
Unfortunately, however, we rarely find this methodological richness in the
encyclopedias of later authors. This same matter prompts us to view the
Encyclopedia of Paths of Guidance and Right Direction with reverence,
respect, and profound appreciation for it and its author. This is due to the
multitude of approaches inherent within it, as well as its exquisite and refined
diversity. This reality is what prompted me to write about it in depth, and |
have divided these approaches into general and specific approaches.

As for the general approaches, | have included them under the following
points:

(V) The broad concept of the biography: This is evident in its
comprehensiveness of multiple dimensions of the Prophet's life.

(Y) The use of auxiliary sciences: This reflects its integration with other
branches of knowledge to support the biographical presentation.

(¥) The connection between the sciences of Islamic law: This highlights the
harmony of the biography with jurisprudence, hadith, exegesis, and other
Islamic sciences.

(¢) Harnessing Sciences: Clarifies how to employ various knowledge sources
to serve biographical research.

(°) Comprehensiveness of Biographical Sciences: Emphasizes the broad
scope of the Biography to encompass diverse life and religious aspects.

As for the specific approaches, | have listed them under the following points:
(V) The Comprehensive Approach: Aims to gather everything related to the
topic without omission.

(Y) The Investigative Approach: Includes in-depth and comprehensive
research in various sources.

(¥) The Pluralistic Approach: Reflects reliance on various sources and diverse
approaches.

(£) The Authentication Approach: Focuses on linking branches to their legal
and scientific foundations.

(°) The Objectivity Approach: Requires impartiality and neutrality in presenting
and analyzing facts.

(V) The Tracking Approach: Requires tracking narratives and events across
various sources.

(V) The Commentary and Preference Approach: This is evident in critiquing
narratives and favoring the strongest of them.

The Fifth Criterion: Scientific Crafts in Biographical Research According
to Imam Al-Salihi

Scientific crafts are those unique research skills and in-depth experiences that
give the author and the author solidity and scholarly prestige. These skills are
not necessarily present in every work, nor with every author, nor are they
always present in major encyclopedias. Some large encyclopedias may lack a
single skill, while in contrast, we find that a single volume is packed with
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sophisticated and precise scientific crafts. The book "Subul al-Huda wa al-
Rishad fi Sirat Khair al-Ibad" (The Paths of Guidance and Righteousness in
the Biography of the Best of Servants) is the largest encyclopedia that
encompasses within its covers the sciences of the Prophet's biography in all
its branches. It comprehensively lists the narratives related to the noble
Prophet Muhammad, enabling its author to skillfully address most of the
cognitive arts, including hadith, jurisprudence, Quranic sciences, biography,
creed, and other related Islamic sciences. This comprehensive approach
resulted in an integrated set of scholarly crafts, clearly manifested and
disseminated throughout his writing of this great book. This very matter is
what prompted me to seriously address this topic and search for the
entrances to these noble scholarly crafts. This would serve as a gateway and
a guiding beacon for researchers in all disciplines, and a fertile ground for
directing their pens, each according to his precise specialization. | have
classified these crafts under the following titles: (biographical crafts, hadith
crafts, linguistic crafts, calligraphic crafts, biographical crafts, jurisprudential
crafts, creedal crafts, literary crafts, and lexicographical crafts).

Summary of the Overall Criteria

This research is organized around five main and pivotal criteria, which
represent the fundamental pillars for understanding Imam al-Salihi al-Shami's
approach to biographical composition. These criteria are:

(V) The first criterion: The scientific foundations of biographical research
according to Imam al-Salihi.

(Y) The second criterion: The introduction to biographical research according
to Imam al-Salihi.

(¥) The third criterion: The methodology of the introduction to biographical
research according to Imam al-Salihi.

(£) The fourth criterion: The scientific methods used in writing biographical
research according to Imam al-Salihi.

(°) The fifth criterion: The scientific techniques used in biographical research
according to Imam al-Salihi.

Keywords:
(Biographical standards), (The Book of Paths of Guidance and Right
Direction), (Approaches of Compilers in the Prophet's Biography).
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