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ABSTRACT

This study conducted with the aim of comparing the anatomical structres
of leaf petioles of nine species belonging to the subfamily laesalpinoidae,
growing in Toor Al- Baha District, Lahj Gov., Yemen, and demonstrate the
taxonomic importance of these anatomical structutes, and use the to

distinguish between the studied species.

The anatomical characteristics of the studied leaf petioles, such as
shapes of petiolis sections, presence of upper petiol grooves, epidermis and
its hairs, cortex zone, the pericycycle, shape and numbers, showed the they
are of agreat taxonomic importance, and helped in identifying the
differentiation between the studied species based on the anatomical

structures of the leaf petioles.

An "artificial key" was made to identify the studied species, using some

of the studied anatomical characters.

Key words: caesalpinoidea species, leaf petioles, anatomy. Yemen.
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